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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness of Sin 

 

The pastor invites the congregation into a time of confession, with silence for reflection.  The pastor reminds 

the congregation of God’s forgiveness, mercy, and peace for our hurting world. 

P: Let us quiet our minds and open our hearts for confession:  

A time of silence. 

P: O God, we come before you to acknowledge that we have fallen short of your glory. We 

haven’t loved you with our whole heart, we haven’t loved our neighbors as we love 

ourselves. We have taken your beautiful creation and twisted it for our own selfish 

purposes. We ask for your forgiveness. 

C: We’ve fallen short, God, forgive us.  

P: In this time of silence we pour out our hearts to you, O God, knowing that you are slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Hear us and forgive us. 

A time of silence. 

P:  Hear the Good News. God doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve, or pay us back in full for 

our wrongs. As high as heaven is over the earth, so strong is God’s love to those who fear 

him. As far as sunrise is from sunset, God has separated us from our sins. Sisters and 

Brothers: your sins are forgiven, and you have life in the name of Jesus, be at peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise:  10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 

Chorus 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 
 

Verse 1 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Verse 2 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 

Verse 3 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
 

Ending 

Worship Your holy name 

Lord I'll worship Your holy name 

 

 

 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.               
C: And also with you. 
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Psalm 133 
 

1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
 
C: 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard of 
Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.  For there the LORD 
has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 

 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
  

P: God of hope, you spoke to Joseph when he was dreaming.  He was in danger many 

times, but you protected him. Help us to protect each other, just as you protect us.  We 

pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and as we sing. 

 

God Works Through Joseph 
 
 
Intro to the Text 
Joseph’s dreams lead to family conflict and he is sold into slavery by his jealous brothers.  
In the end, however, Joseph forgives them as God works for good in the middle of evil. 

 
 
Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 
A reading from the book of Genesis, the thirty-seventh and fiftieth chapters. 
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Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons because he was born when Jacob 
was old. Jacob had made for him a long[a] robe. 4 When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of his brothers, they hated him and couldn’t even talk nicely to 
him. 
 
5 Joseph had a dream and told it to his brothers, which made them hate him even more. 
6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had. 7 When we were binding stalks of grain in the 
field, my stalk got up and stood upright, while your stalks gathered around it and bowed 
down to my stalk.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Will you really be our king and rule over 
us?” So they hated him even more because of the dreams he told them. 

+ + + 
 

Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 18 They saw Joseph in the 
distance before he got close to them, and they plotted to kill him. 19 The brothers said to 
each other, “Here comes the big dreamer. 20 Come on now, let’s kill him and throw him 
into one of the cisterns, and we’ll say a wild animal devoured him. Then we will see what 
becomes of his dreams!” 
 
21 When Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from them, telling them, “Let’s not 
take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this desert 
cistern, but don’t lay a hand on him.” He intended to save Joseph from them and take him 
back to his father. 

+ + + 
 
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our brother and hide his blood? 
27 Come on, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites. Let’s not harm him because he’s our brother; 
he’s family.” His brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, they pulled 
Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, 
and they brought Joseph to Egypt. 
29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and found that Joseph wasn’t in it, he tore his 
clothes. 30 Then he returned to his brothers and said, “The boy’s gone! And I—where can I 
go now?” 
 
31 His brothers took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a male goat, and dipped the robe in the 
blood. 32 They took the long robe, brought it to their father, and said, “We found this. See if 
it’s your son’s robe or not.” 
 
33 He recognized it and said, “It’s my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him. Joseph 
must have been torn to pieces!” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put a simple mourning cloth 
around his waist, and mourned for his son for many days.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37%3A3-8&version=CEB#fen-CEB-1087a
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+ + + 

 
15 When Joseph’s brothers realized that their father was now dead, they said, “What if 
Joseph bears a grudge against us, and wants to pay us back seriously for all of the terrible 
things we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph and said, “Your father gave orders 
before he died, telling us, 17 ‘This is what you should say to Joseph. “Please, forgive your 
brothers’ sins and misdeeds, for they did terrible things to you. Now, please forgive the sins 
of the servants of your father’s God.”’” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His 
brothers wept too, fell down in front of him, and said, “We’re here as your slaves.” 
 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I God? 20 You planned something bad for 
me, but God produced something good from it, in order to save the lives of many people, 
just as he’s doing today. 21 Now, don’t be afraid. I will take care of you and your children.” 
So he put them at ease and spoke reassuringly to them. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sermon                   Pr. Ed Strietelmeier  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 

 ELW 608 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 
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Apostles Creed              
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
The Prayers   P: Lord in your mercy…       C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 “Lord, listen to your children praying.  
Lord, send your spirit in this place.  

Lord, listen to your children praying.  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface     Said by the Presiding Minister 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

ELW pg. 173 

 

 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer    Said by the Presiding Minister 
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The Lord’s Prayer    Said by all. 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 

P: The gifts of God, for the people of God.  C: THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

 
ELW pg. 174 
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Song During Communion ELW 471“Let Us Break Bread Together” 
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Sending 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and as we sing. 

Blessing 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. C: Amen. 

 

Sending Song  ELW 595 Jesus Loves Me! 

 
 

 

Dismissal                P: Go in peace, be the church.             C: Thanks be to God. 



13 

 

 

NOISY BUCKETS!! 

 

CHECK OUT THE BUCKET HANGING BY OUR OUTSIDE 

WORSHIP ENTRANCE!! 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE BUILDING FUND!! 
 

 

 

 

BULLETIN COVER ARTWORK NEEDED!!! 

If you would like to create bulletin covers for the coming church year please email 

the church office and let us know. 

office@faithswanton.com 

OR 

SIGN UP ON THE CLIPBOARD AT OUR 

WORSHIP SPACE ENTRANCE 
Please consider helping with this, 

 it is a very special part of our worship. 

ALL AGES OF ARTISTS ARE NEEDED!!!! 
 

mailto:office@faithswanton.com

